
l?ovemb~r 1, 1968 

Profeaaor Max Delbruck 
Biology DepartmeN 
California Xuatitutr of Technology 
Paaadene, Callfomia 

Dear Max: 

Bruce Braxuit called se last week gust prior to him aetting out for his 
trip to come here, and X was utoniahed to ham that he had osly just thea 
comuuiceted with you ebout hia plans to work in my laboratory this year. 

When I talked to hia last spring he told me that he bed mede ame tentative 
arrangementa with you, but that hia basic pr8feremcs we8 to work in microbial 
aoleuular genetica. Perhrpa beceuae I did delay briefly ip giving him a 
final answer about whether we had rooa for him he overlooked the advice I 
gave hlm at that time to be rum to clarify hia plana with you. 1 realire 
whet a nuiaanca It must be, not to wntion the diacourteay, for you to get 
thia iufonnatlon ao tardily, aad I want to l aaure you that, one, thla waa 
in uo way condoned or encouraged by me, and two, I heve &et him know in no 
uncertain terme what I think of that negligence. I can unly hope ~013 that 
the incident ia au isolated one and not a foreaign of hfe future behavior in 
other areas. Be doer aew at least at firat acquaintance to be a alncare and 
&neat chap, and I: really do think thiw was aa oversight baaed on his inexper- 
ienC8. In e139 case, f hope you will accept ray regreta, together wfth his 
apologies, for such bed mannera. 

Sincerely youre, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Profeaaor of Genetics 


